
Joseph M. Demko School Council Minutes

January 25, 2022

St. Albert, Alberta

7:45 pm

virtual meeting link: http://meet.google.com/buc-hhwj-kzz

1. Call to Order - Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:45pm

2. Welcome - Virtual Attendance and Introductions

● Amanda Crouse

● Angela Rudolph

● Jessica Cardozo

● Jonathan Skuba

● Kathy Topinka

● Katrina Pilon

● Kelly Ternovatsky

● Keri Ho

● Kim Giacetti

● Kristi Rouse

● Les Kirchner

● Monique Waters

● Raeleen Tenaschuk

● Raili Woollam

● Richelle Robinson

● Tara Kwasney

● Vanessa Johnston

● Vanessa Steinke

3. Approval of the Agenda - Jonathan moved to approve; Jessica seconded

4. Approval of the Minutes from the Last Meeting - Kim moved to approve; Vanessa J

seconded

5. Teacher Report - Raili Woollam - Numeracy Update

http://meet.google.com/buc-hhwj-kzz
http://meet.google.com/buc-hhwj-kzz


6. Trustee Report - Kristi Rouse

● See report below.

● Trustee Engagement Topic: The return to school in the midst of the Covid 19

Omicron wave is a concern for many families. We invite Trustee Rouse to update

our school community on what steps the current Board is taking to ensure a truly

safe return to the classroom for students and staff.

7. Business Arising from the Minutes

● None

8. New Business

● Covid Update - Les

○ ~30 cases in JMD which is the bottom three in the District

○ 3 classes are online which are determined by the school and District. Look

at the # of cases within a 5 day frame and staff members, and percentage

of the class that may be away.

○ Anywhere between 100-125 kids are away on any given day

● Report cards

● Kindergarten - Link for Kindergarten Information Virtual Meeting Jan. 27 @ 6:30

pm. 33 (12 English, 21 Logos) registered so far which is great.

● PAT - Les encouraged families to send a letter to the government to reconsider

administering PATs. Would recommend that the District direct the learning and

testing at this time.

http://tno-nokd-pes


● School Council Engagement Grant - Kelly

○ $500 / school to support engagement - see Grant guidelines (specifically

#6 & 7 show examples of allowable expenses):

○ Consider using for ASCA Workshops, such as Effective Engagement in Your

School Community

○ Interest in supporting literacy and numeracy engagement at home for

parents. Also consider mental health workshops.

9. Policy Review - link to Policy Under Review main page, link to Policy Manual

● D-660-AR, Substitute Teachers
○ Final draft March 9

● C-630-AR, Information Security and Acceptable Use of Technology
○ Final draft April 13
○

10. Chair Report - Kelly Ternovatsky

11. Administration Report - Les Kirchner
○ Unfortunately, no treats or cards to be passed around for Valentines this year
○ Hot lunch - postponed until Mar 1. Will try to do 2/week likely.

12. Next Meeting Date:  February 22, 2022 at 6:45 pm

https://www.albertaschoolcouncils.ca/public/download/files/191114
https://www.spschools.org/board_governance/policy_tracker
https://www.spschools.org/board_governance/policy_manual
https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_969709/File/Board-Governance/Policy%20Manual/D-660-AR.pdf
https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_969709/File/Board-Governance/Policy%20Manual/C-630-AR.pdf


13. Adjournment - Kelly adjourned the meeting at 9:17pm

Parent Reminders:

Please join the J.M. Demko School Parent Community on Facebook!



Trustee Report
Kristi Rouse

Curriculum and Covid have been the primary concerns of the Board and administration since school council meetings in
November.

As recently as the week of January 17, Alberta School Boards Association has held meetings with Board Chairs regarding
next steps following the Minister of Education’s announcement on December 13. See December 8, 2021 Public Board
Meeting highlights re: letter accompanying summary report of engagement with community and teachers. On January 20,
the Minister of Education announced the members of the Curriculum Implementation Advisory Group.

Administration has been occupied with operational management following the delayed return to school on January 10 as
announced by the Minister of Education. To reflect this priority, School Three Year Education Plan Presentations that were
to be held January 14 and 17, have been postponed. Stakeholder Workshop that was planned for February 4 has been
postponed in hopes that the current Covid environment subsides and it can be held in person in March. Kindergarten
information sessions have all moved to virtual platforms.

As a new Board, we met with MLA Marie Renaud on January 7, 2022. This now establishes the new Board’s relationship
with both MLA’s with St. Albert Public Schools in their constituencies. The Board will also meet with Opposition
Education Critic MLA Sarah Hoffman on January 26, 2021.

January 12, 2022 Public Board Meeting Highlights
• The Board approved:

● The 2022-2023 School Year Calendar in full, and is now posted
https://www.spschools.org/district_operations/calendars

● Preliminary Deductions from the Instruction Block for 2022-2023.
● Regular Meeting Minutes of the Board of Trustees held December 8, 2021.
● Special Meeting Minutes of the Board of Trustees held December 6 and 9, 2021.

• The Board received as information:
● The St. Albert RCMP Detachment School Resource Officer Program and Community Policing Program - Year

End Report 2020-2021.
● Quarterly Financial Report for the three months ended November 30, 2021
● The status report for policies/regulations/procedures currently in development.
● Its letter to the Minister of Education re: Draft Curriculum (see December 8, 2021 Public Board Meeting

highlights).

• The Board reviewed:
● Joint Use and Planning Agreement Development Memorandum of Understanding and authorized the board chair

and superintendent to sign it.

December 8, 2021 Public Board Meeting Highlights
• The Board approved:

● The authorization of English Literature (2020) 35 to be offered in the division until August 2024.
● The reauthorization of Biology (Advanced) (2020) 35 to be offered in the division until August 2024.
● The reauthorization of Paleontology (2021) 15, 25, 35 and Theory of Knowledge (2021) 25, 35to be offered in

the division until August 2025.
● A division wide full day ECS fee of $320 per month for the 2022-2023 school year subject to a minor adjustment

under special individual circumstances, and subject to the spring 2022-2023 provincial budget announcement.

https://www.spschools.org/district_operations/calendars


● Special Meeting Minutes of the Board of Trustees held November 22, 2021.
● Regular Meeting Minutes of the Board of Trustees held November 24, 2021.

• The Board received as information:
● A presentation of student artwork to be used for the Board of Trustees’ 2021 Holiday Card.
● A report summarizing information gathered during fall engagement opportunities regarding the draft

Kindergarten to Grade 6 curriculum. (Letter from Board accompanied the report and was submitted to the
Minister of Education and posted on the division website. Monday, December 13 announcement from
Minister.)

● A report on the progress of the 2022-2023 Basis of Allocation meetings.
● An outline of the steps for the renaming of Sir George Simpson Junior High School and Robert Rundle

Elementary School to one school name.
● The status report for policies/regulations/procedures currently in development

• The Board provided direction to circulate:
● Draft administration regulation D-660-AR, Substitute Teachers.

November 24, 2021 Public Board Meeting Highlights
• The Board approved:

● Financial statements for the year ending August 31, 2021
● The Annual Education Results Report (2020-2021).
● Minutes of the Organizational Meeting of the Board of Trustees held October 27, 2021.
● Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees held October 27, 2021.

• The Board received as information:
● Report on the update of division reserves.
● The status report for policies/regulations/procedures currently in development.
● The revised 2021/2022 September 30, 2021, resource and distribution allocations for division schools and division

service departments.

• The Board provided direction to circulate:
● Draft board policy B-100, Board Governance and the accompanying regulations.
● Draft policy B-110, Rules of Order and the accompanying regulations.

• The Board tabled the Notice of Motion re: Calls to Action Standing Board Committee.



Chair Report
January 2022

Provincial Update - Alberta School Council Association (ASCA)
● ASCA is continuing to advocate to the government on behalf of families, for the

government to implement stricter safety measures to mitigate the risks of Covid to
student and staff

● The ASCA Conference will be held in person in Calgary April 22 + 23, with the AGM held
virtually on April 24

District Update - St. Albert Public Schools

● The Council of St. Albert Public Schools School Councils (COSC) meeting was held

January 20

○ Superintendent Sumners provided a Covid update in our division

○ Board is continuing to advocate for an adjusted schedule for implementation of

new curriculum

○ Chairs discussed

■ Engagement Grant

■ School Community workshops - healthy lunches, anxiety, bullying, social

media, “Dare To Care”

● Brainstorming around having a division wide presentation from

Students Services Team (psychologists, counselors)

● Stakeholder workshop has been rescheduled from February 4 to March 11

JMD Update
●



January 2022 Administration Update

Calendar
- January 25-School Council-7:45 and JMD Fundraising: 6:45
-January 27- Kinder virtual open House 6:30 pm
- January 28-Last Day of semester 1
- January 31- Turn Around Day- no school for students
- February 1- First Day of semester 2
- February 2- Early Dismissal
- February 4- Achievement lunches in the junior high break out rooms
- February 10 and11 - Teachers’ Convention /CUPE Convention
- February 21- Family Day
- February 22- School Council 6:45 JMD Fundraising 7:45
- February 22-25 - Week of Diversity
- February 22- Pink Shirt Day
- Spring Break- March 25-to April 3
- Easter Break-April 15-18
- PD Day- April 19

Administration Report

● Thanks: Special thanks for all the support with Spiritwear and the fall fundraisers. Your
efforts do not go unnoticed. We have distributed the Classroom Education Funds.

● JMD Parent community: Your support over the past few months during the pandemic
has been so appreciated. We feel valued, loved and supported. This means so much as
we continue to navigate this life quake and the aftershocks that persist.

● Christmas Concert: We included all the elementary classes in music, drama, choral
reading or story time. We look forward to a time when we can come together as a
school community to showcase our Fine Arts program. The Christmas Special was a
success.

● Education Plans: We, along with all district schools will present in the upcoming
weeks. We were to present on January 14, but it was postponed due to Covid numbers.

● Kindergarten Virtual  Open House: This will be on January 27 at 6:30  pm.
● Report Card Process: Reports will come out January 28 and interviews will be March

21-24.
● Indoor Days- JMD’s indoor policy is -20 (wind chill dependent) and we have the

students stay in. We try to have a variety of activities - in the gym, STEAM Lab
and Junior High lunchroom, as well as many clubs.

● Collaborative Team Meetings: We have been meeting in grade levels and discussing
support for students at risk and IPP’s. We have set up action plans and check in to
ensure these students have the skills and support they need to be productive learners.
We will meet as grade cohorts on January 31 to come up with action plans for growth
for the at risk students and discuss students on IPP’s.

● Bus protocol on cold weather days: The students go directly to their doors in the

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dyOWJW1qpk6vd61AmaiWV5G-4UJUWRLmZEgGQt6nrGo/edit?usp=sharing


morning and get let in. After school they come to their buses and if there is a late bus, we
wait in the front foyer of the school until the bus arrives.

● Stakeholder Workshop: moved to March 14
● Achievement lunches: this will happen on February 4. Individual pizzas and drinks will

be served to the junior high students who attained an 80%  average or all 1’s on their
report card.

● Demko Day: not forgotten - looking to do it in the late Spring - hopefully at the
Wilderness  Center.

● Roots of Empathy: Grade two classes are receiving this program which has been
tailored to the challenges students are facing around Covid.  It has been great to see
these organizations focussing on the immediate needs of our students.

● One on One sessions: many of these happening with the counselor, making sure our
students are receiving the support and resources that they need when they need it.

● Surveys: Accountability Survey from the province and district survey will go out in
February/March

● Basketball: season to resume Feb 1. It will run until Spring Break.
● Learning Disruption Grant: We received around $17 000 and the monies have been

targeted toward those students identified through Fountas and Pinnell and the Math
Screening tool. Currently teachers and EA’s  are working with grade 2 and 3 students.
Grade 1 applications for the grant are due at the end of Feb. Identified students will also
receive daily support.

● Patrollers: The grade 5’s have been trained and are currently working at the crosswalks.
● Semester II: New options start


